SIR JOHN RERESBY,
135
general. The King was so zealous for me that ho had charged some of his servants, with some threats, to attend the trial, as -I was told, not being by, and himself confirmed it to me as he came out of his bedchamber. My Lord Treasurer told me the same, and carried me with him in his coach that day to the House, ordering two of his gentlemen to be at the lobby door to speak to Parliament men as they came in. In the afternoon the eatuse came on, and after a long debate, and the question put, I lost it by two votes only, there being upon a division of the committee 94 to 96. This was absolutely lost by the remissness of the Court party that did not attend, for the cause was the clearest for me that could be. But lliufc would not prevail with the adverse party, who, as they were more diligent, so they were also more violent against those they opposed than the other.
The next day my Lord Treasurer, complained with some bitterness of several that the King himself had spoken to who were absent; that all the King's l>UHiiu»nn was hke to be lost the same way, and that he never HJLVV his Majesty more concerned in a thing than ho wan in this; but concluded that care should betaken to tnewl the matter, if possible, when the report was to be wiulo to the House.
The King that afternoon caine to me us soon a« ha saw me at my Lady Portsmouth's, and expressed IUH concern for my disappointment, and said with an oath that he would lay aside such servants as had disobeyed him in this matter. I humbly begged that nobody might auflur for me, but if he pleased to make some examples upon a more deserving occasion, it might prove of use jo IUH service. He bade me not be discouraged. It was not for my own sake, but for his, that I met with HO many adversaries in that House ; for he heard that my <wwc was the justest in the world. The Duke coming in soon after, told me particularly what he had said to several to perauudo,